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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . In a bi-directional remote communication system wherein a web-b^sed 
remote expert data center is linked in remote communications with a / 
programmer, the programmer being associated with at least one IMD, a 
system for remote invoicing of a medical component used in tae implantable 
medical device upon implantation in a patient, the remote ^voicing system 
comprising: 

at least one medical component used in conjunction with the 

implantable medical device systerrymplanted into the patient; 
a programmer capable of identifying epch medical component 

implanted in the patient; 
a remote expert data center posjtfoned at a distal location relative to 

the programmer; 
an interface between the grbgrammer and the remote expert data 

center; and 

an invoice preparation module in data communication with the remote 
expert dataiceriter for receiving information identifying each 
medical comj^onWrtimplanted in the patient and for preparing 
an invoice itemizing each medical component implanted in the 
patient. 



2. The system of claim 1, wherein the medical component further 
comprises an implantable medical device. 



3. ^/The system of claim 2, wherein the implantable medical device further 
comprises a pacemaker. 



4. The system of claim 2, wherein the implantable medical device further 
comprises a defibrillator. 
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5. The system of claim 1 , wherein the medical component further 
comprises at least one lead used to connect an implantable medical ^ffevice to 
the patient. 

6. The system of claim 1 , wherein the interface betweeryfhe programmer 
and the remote expert data center further comprises a lopal area network 
communications link. 



7. The system of claim 1 , wherein the interfi 
and the remote expert data center further cor 
communications link. 



between the programmer 
rises an internet 



8. The system of claim 1 , whererft the interface between the programmer 
and the remote expert data center further comprises a telephone line 
communications link. 



9. The system of clajm 1j j/vherein the interface between the programmer 
and the remote expetydata center further comprises a satellite 
communications linl 




10. The system of claim 1 , wherein the interface between the programmer 
and the remore expert data center further comprises a global positioning 
system communications link. 



1 1 . /The system of claim 1 , wherein the interface between the programmer 
and me remote expert data center further comprises at least two 
lmunication links selected from the group of communication links 
)nsisting of a local area network link, an internet link, a telephone line link, a 
satellite link, a global positioning system link, and a combination thereof. 
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12. The system of claim 1, wherein the invoice preparation moduli 
receives bar code information identifying the medical componei^mriplanted 
into the patient. 

13. The system of claim 1 , wherein the invoiceTpreparation module 
receives serial number information identifyjrtg the medical component 
implanted into the patient. 

14. The system of claim/l iLWherein the invoice preparation module 
receives model number ipfojfnation identifying the medical component 
implanted into the pajientl 

1 5. The system of claim 1 , and further comprising: 
an ijaferface between the remote expert data center and a medical 

facility where the medical component is implanted into the 
patient for transmitting the invoice to the medical facility. 

16. A system for maintaining inventory of a medical component of an 
implantable medical device system upon implantation in a patient, the system 
comprising: 

at least one medical component used in conjunction with the 

implantable medical device system implanted in the patient; 
a programmer capable of identifying each medical component 

implanted in the patient; 
a remote expert data center positioned globally at a distal location 

relative to the programmer; 
an interface between the programmer and the remote expert data 

center; and 
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an inventory control module in data communication with the remote 
expert data center for receiving information identifying each 
medical component implanted in the patient and for updating an 
inventory module regarding inventory of each medical 
component implanted in the patient. 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the medical component further 
comprises an implantable medical device. 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the implantable medical device further 
comprises a pacemaker. 

19. The system of claim 17, wherein the implantable medical device further 
comprises a defibrillator. 

20. The system of claim 16, wherein the medical component further 
comprises at least one lead used to connect an implantable medical device to 
the patient. 

21 . The system of claim 16, wherein the interface between the 
programmer and the remote expert data center further comprises a local area 
network communications link. 

22. The system of claim 16, wherein the interface between the 
programmer and the remote expert data center further comprises an internet 
communications link. 

23. The system of claim 16, wherein the interface between the 
programmer and the remote expert data center further comprises a telephone 
line communications link. 
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24. The system of claim 17, wherein the interface between the 
programmer and the remote expert data center further comprises a satellite 
communications link. 

25. The system of claim 17, wherein the interface between the 
programmer and the remote expert data center further comprises a global 
positioning system communications link. 

26. The system of claim 17, wherein the interface between the 
programmer and the remote expert data center further comprises at least two 
communication links selected from the group of communication links 
consisting of a local area network link, an internet link, a telephone line link, a 
satellite link, a global positioning system link, and a combination thereof. 

27. The system of claim 16, wherein the inventory control module receives 
bar coded information identifying the medical component implanted into the 
patient. 

28. The system of claim 16, wherein the inventory control module receives 
serial number information identifying the medical component implanted into 
the patient. 

29. The system of claim 16, wherein the inventory control module receives 
model number information identifying the medical component implanted into 
the patient. 

30. A method of remote invoicing of a medicaLfiomponent of an 
implantable medical device syste^upotllmplantation in a patient, the method 
comprising the steps of^^j R/ 
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initiating an interface between the implantable medical device system 
and an a remote expert data center located at a distaj/focation 
relative the implantable medical device system; 

transmitting information identifying the medical comporifent implanted in 
the patient to the remote expert data centeyand 

preparing an invoice for the medical component/in the remote expert 
data center based upon the transmitted information identifying 
the medical component. 



31 . The method of claim 30, wherein the/Step of transmitting information 
includes the further step of: 

transmitting bar code information identifying the medical component 
implanted in the patient to the remote expert data center. 



32. The method of claim^O/wherein the step of transmitting information 



includes the further step 

transmitting serial niMber information identifying the medical 

componen/implanted in the patient to the remote expert data 
center. 



33. The method of claim 30, wherein the step of transmitting information 
includes the further step of: 

transmitting model number information identifying the medical 

component implanted in the patient to the remote expert data 
center. 

34. /The method of claim 30, and further including the step of comprising: 
transmitting location information regarding a location of the implant 

procedure to the remote expert data center. 
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35. The method of claim 30, and further including the step of comprising: 
transmitting operator information regarding an implanting physician to 
the remote expert data center. 



36. The method of claim 30, and further including the step of comprising: 
transmitting timing information regarding a date and time of the 

implantation of the implantable medical^evice system to the 
remote expert data center. 



37. The method of claim 30, and further including the step of comprising: 
transmitting an itemized bill to a medical facility where the implantation 
of the medical component occurred. 



38. The method of claim 3o}}Nhere\n the step of initiating an interface 



\em\edh 




further including the step of cor 

initiating a local area/neti^ork^ sommunications link between the 



implantabl^/medical device system and the remote expert data 
center. 



39. The method of claim 30, wherein the step of initiating an interface 
further including^he step of comprises: 

initiating an internet communications link between the implantable 
medical device system and the remote expert data center. 



40. /the method of claim 30, wherein the step of initiating an interface 
further including the step of comprises: 

initiating a telephone line communications link between the implantable 
medical device system and the remote expert data center. 
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41 . The method of claim 30, wherein the step of initiating an interfa- 
further including the step of comprises: 

initiating a satellite communications link between the impla 

Jala center 




ftable 



medical device system and the remote expert 



42. The method of claim 30, wherein the step of initj; 
further including the step of comprises: 

initiating a global positioning system communications link between the 

implantable medical device systejn and the remote expert data 

center. 




an interface 



43. The method of claim 30, whereip the step of initiating an interface 
further including the step of comprises: 

initiating at least two romnwnications link between the programmer 
and the remote oxpefrt data center links selected from the group 
of communicatj6n lipms consisting of a local area network link, 
an internet liffk, a telephone line link, a satellite link, a global 
positioninc/system link, and a combination thereof. 



44. A method of remotely controlling inventory of a medical component of 
an implantable medical device system upon implantation into a patient, the 
method comprising: 

initiating an interface between the implantable medical device system 
and a remote expert data center located at a distal location 
relative to the implantable medical device system; 
transmitting information identifying the medical component implanted 

into the patient to the remote expert data center; and 
updating the inventory of the medical component in the remote expert 
data center based upon the information identifying of the 
medical component. 
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45. The method of claim 44, wherein the step of transmitting information 
includes the further step of: 

transmitting bar code information identifying the medical component 
implanted in the patient to the remote expert dara center. 

46. The method of claim 44, wherein the step of traKsn^ing information 
includes the further step of: / 

transmitting serial number information identifying the medical 

component implanted in the patient to the remote expert data 
center. 

47. The method of claim 44, wherein the step of transmitting information 
includes the further step of: 

transmitting model number information identifying the medical 

component implanted in the patient to the remote expert data 
center. 




48. The method of/daim 44, and further including the step of: 



Ul/L 

transmitting location information regarding the location of the implant 
procedure to the remote expert data center. 



49. The method of claim 44, and further including the step of: 

transmitting operator information regarding an implanting physician to 
the remote expert data center. 



50. / The method of claim 44, and further including the step of: 

transmitting timing information regarding a date and a time of the 
implantation of the implantable medical device system to the 
remote expert data center. 
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51 . The method of claim 46, and further including the step of: 
transmitting the identifying information to an inventory man^ement 

system; and 

controlling inventory of the medical component at th^/focation of the 
implantation. 

52. The method of claim 44, wherein the step o^fnitiating an interface 
further including the step of: 

initiating a local area network communications link between the 

implantable medical device ^ystem and the remote expert data 
center. 

53. The method of claim 44, vytferein the step of initiating an interface 
further including the step of:/ 

initiating an internet communications link between the implantable 
medical devi^ej^teirTand the remote expert data center. 

54. The method of claim 44, wherein the step of initiating an interface 
further including the step of: 

initiating a4elephone line communications link between the implantable 
medical device system and the remote expert data center. 

55. The^method of claim 44, wherein the step of initiating an interface 
further including the step of: 

initiating a satellite communications link between the implantable 
medical device system and the remote expert data center. 



fp. The method of claim 44, wherein the step of initiating an interface 
/further including the step of: 
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initiating a global positioning system communications link between th 
implantable medical device system and the remote expert,data 
center. 



/ 



57. The method of claim 44, wherein the step of initiating^an interface 

further including the step of: 

initiating at least two communication links betytffeen the programmer 
and the remote expert data center selected from the group of 
communication links consisting lot a local area network link, an 
internet link, a telephone linelink, a satellite link, a global 
positioning system link, and a combination thereof. 




58. A system for remote invoicing of a medical component used in of an 
implantable medical device s^st)(^ in a patient, the system 

comprising: / 

means for initiating an interface between the implantable medical 
device system and a remote expert data center located at a 
dista^location relative to the implantable medical device system; 
means for transmitting information identifying the medical component 
implanted into the patient to the remote expert data center; and 
means for preparing an invoice for the medical component in the 
remote expert data center based upon the ^formation 
identifying the medical component. 




59. A system for remotely controlling inventoryof a medical component of 
an implantable medical device system upon irpplantation in a patient, the 
system comprising: 

means for initiating an interface betWeen the implantable medical 

device system and a remefte expert data center globally located 
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at a distal location relative to the implantable medical device 
system; \ 



means for transmitting information identifying the medical component 
implanted into the patient to the remote expert data center, and 

means for updating the inventory of the medical coh«)onent in the 
remote expert data center based upon the information 
identifying of the medical component. \ 
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